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Swiggett, Howard The Durable Fire 
Houghton, Mifflin. 366p. $4.00. 
(Book-of-the-Month Club—July 

After spending number years government service 
abroad, Stephen Lowry returns the United States and 
joins Continental Industries Corporation 
president charge foreign operations. Lowry, who 
easy-going and carefree—while, nevertheless, efficient, 
determines that business will not eliminate his enjoy- 
ment life. Lowry deeply love with his Estonian 
wife, Rosalie, whom met during the war when she 
was member the Norwegian resistance. Their 
unusual and romantic courtship described flash- 
back. After working for Continental short time the 
hero discovers that one its other vice-presidents, Jim 
Peale, has embezzled $50,000 from the company. Lowry 
discloses Peale’s chicanery the principal officers 
the corporation; finds this necessity doubly distaste- 
ful because Peale was his old college roommate and 
his closest friend. Unknown Lowry, however, Peale 
has also attempted seduce Rosalie. 


Edward Rutledge, the Chairman Continental, re- 
signs because feels responsible for Peale’s con- 
duct. Tom Johnson succeeds Rutledge but, time, 
run the company, but petty, vain, and shallow, 
and loses the respect the employees. When error 
made the cost building bridge South Amer- 
ica—an error for which Lowry indirectly respon- 
sible—the board directors must choose between the 
high-minded Lowry and the cheap, conniving Cramer. 
Integrity wins. Lowry retained, and Rutledge re- 
turns leader the business. 


Lowry believed “tolerance, good will, belief the 
best people, serenity.” His victory over Cramer and 
the return Rutledge, who holds similar values, 
used illustrate the thesis that big business has such 
individuals and such principles and relies them. 
Also Lowry has happy marriage, which aids him, 
while Peale fails principally because unhappily 
married. While the lauded virtues are admirable, they 
are presented such uninspiring and mediocre way, 


ae 
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that one feels Eleanor Porter the loose again. This 
book bloodless and tepid. lacks gusto and energy. 
The principal characters are cardboard cutouts rather 
than living people. Rutledge Daddy Warbucks, and 
Cramer one those sly, unfeeling monsters who 
wishes send Little Orphan (Polly) Annie back 
the cruel orphanage. all little too obvious. 
this book virtue seems frightfully dull, and Chester- 
ton has said, effect, such notion unforgivable. 
Unforgivable appropriate adjective estimating 


this novel. 
Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Nightmare and Dawn 
Duell, Sloan Pearce. 


Aldanov, Mark 

Translated Joel Carmichael. 
June 343p. $4.50. 
Tension-wrought Europe during the years 1952 1955 
the setting this occasionally 
psychological novel espionage and counter-espionage. 
Intrigue, duplicity and romance are the obviously ex- 
pected elements providing the environment for this 
cold-war maneuvering between the American chief 
Military Intelligence Berlin (Colonel Number One) 
and his Soviet vis-a-vis (Colonel Number Two). 
the time see them highly surprising fadeout 
their human pawns have sent scurrying Capri, 
Paris and Venice through maze bewildering en- 
tanglements and crises. 

Interestingly enough, neither the two officers the 
pivotal personality this contretemps, which actually 
revolves around Schell, known 
espionage agent who professes Argentinian 
citizen. Extremely clever and proud the nickname 
Count Saint-Germain, after the celebrated eight- 
eenth-century figure, Schell’s primary pursuits beyond 
adventure and high living, are money and women, both 
equal importance. His dilemma arises when 
about join his latest mistress, young Russian girl, 
Natasha, who Capri doing research for disserta- 
tion “Lenin During the Period Recallism and 
Liquidationism.” easy enough matter get 
rid his current affair, Edda, whose mind loose 
and meandering her body. that necessary 
have her sent mission Colonel Number 
Two. But his own mission Russia for the American 
colonel more perplexing matter. 

Arrived Capri with the news Stalin’s death, 
Schell goes into what refers realistic delirium 
induced with the aid Mexican medicine whose 
principal ingredient ololiukvi. from this 
trance (somewhat boringly detailed for forty-five 
pages), Schell decides give his profession, returns 
the fee Colonel Number One, and marries Natasha. 


While Venice encounters fabulously wealthy 
Filipino, Don Ramén and acts his agent promot- 
ing elaborate Festival Beauty which Edda 
the dogaressa. She now Italy, having turned 
over Colonel Number Two some supposedly top 
secret documents furnished her the American 
colonel’s nephew, officer attached SHAPE the 
Public Information Division. Secretly, course, Schell 
realizing handsome fortune for his services Don 
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whom Edda now attaches herself. While 
Schell and Natasha settle down their newly-acquired 
villa Edda and her latest conquest return Berlin, 
There she learns that the papers she had brought from 
Paris were worthless (dated the 18th March, she 
gave the information atom bombs the colonel 
the 17th). she comes away from Colonel Number 
Two’s office, (fired and not liquidated feared), 
the midst the East Berlin uprising her life snuffed 
out. the rioting subsides see the two colonels 
staring each other through the archway the 
Brandenburg Gate. 

bit more readable than reviewable, Nightmare and 
Dawn all too frequently falls into the first part its 
title. Apparently, what the author trying say 
that, like Schell, the world delirium which not 
nightmare but something real. This imperceptibly 
turns into the fantastic and back once again into 
thing completely real. But the message itself never be- 
comes especially clear. The scenes are there and are 
the author’s characters. Yet, all seems too nebulous, 
like colorful spectacular which the principals seem 
glide through the haze the billowy white clouds, 
Mindful the moral tenor the book, adult readers 
might find the story itself some interest for its por- 
trayal those who live such intimate terms with 


this cold war nerves. 
Francis Ullrich, Ph.D., 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


The Awakened 


Oldenbourg, Zoe 

Pantheon. June 493p. $4.95. 
The author two extraordinarily fine historical novels 
set France during the first Crusades, (The World 
Not Enough and The Cornerstone), Zoe Oldenbourg 
has turned her own times and the city her adop- 
tion fashion novel that the great tradition. 
With all Paris roam about in, during the years 
tween the two great world wars and well into the 
second the two, she has concentrated her attention 
two differing groups expatriates living there: the 
“white” Russians Orthodox faith and the German 
Jews, some them deeply intellectual converts 
Roman Catholicism. The religious beliefs her 
tral characters are important the action and the 
development basically simple plot. But there 
strength the many long and closely argued conversa- 
tions which concern problems most novelists would 
shy away from being fatal. For that very reason, 
The Awakened may not read widely 
tively deserves read; and that so, readers 
will missing one the best novels the year. 


boy meets girl and falls love with her, and she 
with him. But they come from different milieux. 
Stephanie, (Fani her father; Steph her lover), 
the daughter exquisitely cultured Jewish 
ate, Leopold Lindberg, who has become thoroughly 
convinced convert Christianity imbued with the 
viction that one the leaders his people 
their inevitable acceptance the messianic nature 
Christ, but also headstrong and jealous his 


the Russian armies who eking out bare living 
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working factory hand and laborer, and mother 
who one day walked out their poor flat with one 
her husband’s best friends set the suburb 
Clamart. Lanskoi soon brings “concubine” 
who devoted him and appealingly tries serve 
him and his two sons and their daughter. Ilya and 
his elder brother Andre quit school work 
help support the menage. Both also are occupied 
summers with the Russian youth camps and take 
more less active part the church life which centers 
around the Rue Daru. But Lindberg, Ilya hardly 
more than barbarian, totally unsuitable for his Fani. 


The course this strong love runs not all smoothly. 
There are only brief rapturous meetings, misunder- 
standings ending abject apologies, until one night 
when both are alone and, though Stephanie more 
than three years under the come-of-age twenty-one 
years and therefore must have her father’s consent 
married church, Ilya argues that their love gives 
them sacramental right consider themselves 
already wed. They run away one-room flat near 
mother; but Stephanie leaves the next day, driven 
betrayal her father. They are long apart, 
especially since Stephanie finally agrees promise not 
see with Ilya. But the war comes 
and they are reunited for brief periods. Then Paris 
taken and Stephanie escapes the south where she 
learns that Ilya prisoner and she pregnant. 


easy solution this predicament permitted 
this brilliant author. And, must added, offen- 
sive details departing from the standards the best 
taste. sincere writing like this has 
need morbidity obscenity. And Edward Hyams’ 
translation effortless fine throughout. Adult readers 
are recommended The Awakened. excellent 


indeed. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Masters, John Far, Far the Mountain Peak 

The cover blurb Far, Far the Mountain Peak can 
taken almost face value. Certainly this novel con- 
tains John Masters finest story-telling. Together with 
Night Riders Bengal and The Lotus and the Wind 
forms loose-knit trilogy covering almost hundred 
years the Savage Family India, from the days 
the mutiny the early nineteen-twenties. 


Peter Savage even more courageous, rugged and ruth- 
less than his grandfather the mutiny days. has 
something the pagan mysticism his father who 
left wife and children the mountains searching 
for God. Like Tennyson’s Arthur seems find 
God the shining the stars and the flowering 
His fields, but His ways with men finds Him not. 
fact, does not trust God, because afraid God 
might change the rules. 


Too late this strong character finds out “whatever 
loved, must conquer. Whoever followed him, 
destroyed.” Only the disaster Indian earthquake 
brings him back normality. But even here, the 
Motive not that the pukka sahib who has the 


welfare the people India heart, but rather 
help fellow mountaineer and Englishman find 
himself again after had performed cowardly deed. 
The idea the “old school tie,” the code the Eng- 
lish gentleman, common all the English charac- 
ters the book. Yet they all break the code when 
suits their convenience pleasure. 


Peter finally finds out that his kinship with ordi- 
nary men rather than his superiority them that 
mattered more him. finds the brotherhood 
man, but, Claire Booth Luce remarks somewhere 
the story her conversion, without the Fatherhood 
God that still leaves all bunch bastards. 


Fortunately Mr. Masters far less vivid his descrip- 
tion such things fornication and adultery than 
was Bhowani Junction. But, Far, Far the Mountain 
Peak still for adults only. 

John Holland, 


University Scranton 


Cole, Burt Subi: The Volcano 
Macmillan. June 220p. $3.75. 


some time the The United States 
fighting the Orient, presumably China. Our 
forces have invaded and pushed far into the interior. 
American military base has been established 
coastal port city. The natives the city are ravaged 
byhunger; although they are supplied with consider- 
able amount American food, they never seem 
satisfied. Life the base and the city described 
Major John Fletcher, and the usual pursuits 
military reservation are related. Fletcher most in- 
terested Captain Packard, one the men who has 
returned from the front lines because half his face has 
been shot off, and Private Judson, who lives with 
native girl the city and, more less, adopts her 
family. 


Gradually, the townspeople, with the help some 
enemy soldiers, begin attack the military reservation. 
After series repeated attacks Judson attempts 
convince the natives cease their assaults because 
cholera spreading among them, and only the medical 
resources the base can help them. The townspeople, 
however, torture and murder Judson, and the attacks 
against the installation continue. 


Two themes are especially stressed. the United 
States fights further the Orient, will destroyed 
because the patient Orientals are accustomed hunger, 
wars and privation and are not. Also, they will 
surpass through the greater numbers their popu- 
lation. Second, compassion and love are needed 
the world, but those who preach seek are ignored 
slaughtered the ordinary common man bent 
destruction. These ideas are presented finely- 
wrought, but cold, Mary-McCarthy-type prose, which 
times impressive and striking, but other times 
tedious and dry. The whole tone the style and the 
content too self-conscious. The author seems 
poseur who attempts “arty” all costs. Judson 
for example, quasi-symbol Christ; Prince 
Myshkin Dostoevsky’s Idiot the garb army 
private. preaches love and peace; gives extra 
food the hungry natives; scourged before his 
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beheading. One the characters claims that Judson 
was “transfigured” before his trip the hill, (Calvary), 
where executed. Yet, with all this, Judson 
fornicator, adulterer, and deserter from military duty. 
praised for buying native girl from bordello 
that she wouldn’t victimized the men; how- 
ever, takes her his personal boredello. The fact 
that Judson accepts responsibility—about which the 
author makes quite fuss—is cold comfort for his 
shortcomings. good man evil world,” 
says Packard. Yet Judson good man, certainly 
oddly evil-good person. this sort confused 
and half-baked symbolism and shoddy philosophizing 
which clouds the book. Narratively, too, there con- 
fusion. are not prepared for the appearance 
many enemy soldiers the city and the tunnels 
under the city. From previous testimony learn that 
the tunnels were almost annihilated; yet, eventually, 
hundreds men pour out them. How the towns- 
people turn from starving, emaciated rabble shoot- 
ing experts and well-drilled warriors not explained. 
Similar improbabilities could cited. Cole has not 
constructed this novel with professional artistry; there 
too much confused thinking and too many loose ends. 


Paul Doyle, Ph.D., 
Fordham University, 
New York, New York 


Baldwin, Faith Three Faces Love 
Rinehart. June 10, 1957. $3.50. 


For years Faith Baldwin has been writing stories for 
frustrated housewives, and her latest, subtitled novel 
marriage,” should prove just popular with those 
readers the rest. 


Hope and Adam have been married “ten utterly happy 
years.” There apparently reason why this bliss 
should not continue, but one night Adam tells Hope 
cannot “talk” her,—not easily, any rate, 
can Marty, the widow business partner. Hope 
sets out remedy this situation “by seeking within 
herself the strengths needed,” and the end 
the book they are communicative. 
the process they have daughter, and they meet kindly 
old Dr. Emile, who tells Hope the three elements 
marriage: the physical, the spiritual, and the one 
called 

This ideal couple seeems remote from ordinary life. 
They are “well off,” not wealthy. They have noth- 
ing quarrel over. Their daughter ideal they 
are. fact, one wonders whether, they had few 
problems face together, they might not have this 
communication. 

The only real crisis their lives comes when Adam, 
says the doctor, may have serious heart trouble. 
goes another city for check-up, and while Hope 
waits home she realizes the full import Dr. 
Emilie’s words concerning that mysterious third facet 
marriage, “You are never alone.” Adam, hundreds 
miles away, realizes the same time. 


This the key the whole story. unfortunate 
that Hope and Adam, (or perhaps Miss 
never heard “it takes three get married—man, 
woman and God.” 


Baldwin Denzer 


Best SELLERs 


Miss Baldwin’s style somewhat distracting times, 
Every noun has its adjectivity, every verb its adverb, 
Adam and Hope never anywhere but that they 
“handfast.” 
Three Faces Love book while away summer 
afternoon. could not any harm, and possibly 
might some good. 
Mary Frances O’C. Moriarity, 
Fredericksburg, Virginia 


Denzer, Peter The Last Hero 


Holt. May 319p. $3.95. 


The “hero” this stark and shocking novel that 
longs the naturalistic and ultra-realistic genre 
Louis Adar, who from his earliest years cherished 
fierce antagonism toward his father and strove liber- 
ate himself from the resentments his relationship 
with his mother. Even his mother had looked upon 
Louis “an odd was taller than his 
father and almost tall his mother, with wildness 
his hair and clear green-hazel light his eyes “like 
the eyes jungle animal.” The hostility toward his 
brothers was bitter and open; the affection 
mother, whose tendency was cool and ironic, was 
sharply resented and scorned. The “heroic” interests 
this powerful ham-handed giant lad were 
prowling the city alone order capture the vigor, 
color, and strangeness the very place where had 
been born and from which his parents had protected 
him. The separation from his father was almost im- 
possible undo, but Louis could also experience in- 
tense hatred for his mother and could forget the long 
hours their exclusive communion when even his 
father had been shut out their laughing, warm world. 
Louis, sent early bed punishment for some minor 
infraction the forgotten house-rules, was alone and 
unloved and cruelly neglected. His mother and 
brothers assumed for him demonic aspects 
bitterness and hatred became morbid and profound. 


the age was able recall the haunting 
tragedy life filled with shocking scenes savage 
fight behind barn with his uncle, brutal 
whipping the hands lynch mob, and series 
seductions that begin pall the reader before 
third the novel read. His experiences were never 
real romances and love, but only sexual desire and 
sickly anxiety for more the same. The expectations 
his family, felt, were never clearly and frankly 
stated and his amorous activities school made him 
all the more sullen and aggressive against his parents. 
considered that his family had fed and fattened 
him considerable expense and that investment 
theirs would expected produce dividend. 
The reader will find insignificant dividend delivered 
“this most remarkable character recent fiction,” 
(so the jacket panegyrizes him). His many affairs with 
Anita Sorenson, Lilly Peabody, Betty Hazeltine and 
many others, who either failed him betrayed him, 
left Louis more corrupt and antagonistic everyone 
else. His rebellion did not stop with those nearest 
him but his senseless rationalizing included God “who 
insistently imposed chaos man’s idea 
God seemed always ready smash the plans 
one, believer atheist, who sought meaning the 
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essentially meaningless flow life. Was always 
the victim accident and cruel whimsey, always 
caught senseless jumble events? How long 
would senselessly punished for errors was 
forced make, for simply being Louis Adar?” 


are told that this novel will move many readers 
profoundly. agree—Louis Adar deserves profound 
pity and competent psychiatric attention. should 
studied the psychiatrist rather than observed 
the non-discriminating reader the novel. Morality 
and “this most remarkable character recent fiction” 
are real dichotomies. 


Thomas Wassmer, S.J., Ph.D., 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Twelve Girls the Garden 
247p. $3.50. 


Today most mystery story writers roll their sleeves 
and get down the work narration language that 
spare and highly serviceable. But when writer with 
uncommon sense style has set himself the task, 
one quickly comes anticipate reading session 
undiluted enjoyment. Thus, you take Graham 
Greene’s entertainments the sophisticated tales 
Eric Ambler being the summit modern sus- 
pense fiction, you should know that Shane Martin 
working the lower slopes the same mountain. 


You won’t find the identical pitch horror, perhaps, 
which these two customarily evoke injecting some 
sinister and unforeseen event into the workings this 
unsuspecting everyday world ours—what Donald 
Barr Columbia recently called “the secret war that 
rattles through the unconscious city and fought out 
gentlemen’s clubs and seedy pensions.” There 
nothing seedy, for instance, about Professor Ronald 
Challis, celebrated archaeologist and authority 
the field classical studies. Rather, the trium- 
phant embodiment what have been led be- 
lieve will the outcome total immersion the 
classics. Urbane and clearly beyond sophistication, that 
mask immaturity, has need for the bright 
veneer. His oak, you suspect, genuine—solid through- 
out, seasoned and well polished. profession, Challis 
has spent his life the pursuit information about 
our cultural forebears, seeking, are told, strange 
assortment buried treasure—bracelets, charred kitch- 
enware, and fragments ceramic fiigurines that are the 
evidences hearts and minds and long forgotten feel- 
ings. result his work, age with its literary 
achievements, its aesthetic preferences and religious de- 
velopment, hitherto beyond recovery, has been pains- 
takingly rescued from oblivion. 


One evening, however, the sinister and the unforeseen 
shoulder their way into his academic shelter when 
and his gift archaeological detection are casually 
enlisted the search for contemporary artist who has 
disappeared. Paul Grasset, the missing man, 
was sculptor exceptional talent and questionable 
moral sense. There remain examples his work, such 
the twelve statutes young women the garden, 
and five interesting people who urgently want find 
him—with readily discernible reason for the 
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From the evidence, therefore, the Professor attempts 
reconstruction Grasset’s life and character, his talents 
and intentions, the shape and direction had given 
his life prior his disappearance, the hope that 
such evaluation might yield some clue why 
and where had gone. 

Once undertaken, the search leads fascinating 
Chelsea studio party, then Athens the Simplon- 
Orient, the express which attempts “to freight human- 
ity between Occident and Orient every day the 
week save Thursday,” and, the climax ends 
one the less frequented Grecian isles. The elements 
the story, well-worn they may sound, have been 
handled throughout with intelligence and imagination. 
And when plot, dialogue, and characterizations have 
been finally totaled up, the sum special variety 
fictional magic: blandly ironic, bit cerebral, and alto- 


gether satisfying. 
William Walsh, 
Baltimore, Maryland 


Goodin, Pegg 
Dutton. May 29,1957. 187p. $3.50. 
Dede O’Shea simple suburban version Kay 
Eloise. Where Eloise had the elegant 
Plaza for her battleground, Dede has country house 
with swimming pool California. This was in- 
evitable, suppose, and there are sure precocious 
little girls wrecking havoc novels and poems from 
every state the Union. 
The eleven-year-old heroine this novel suffering 
from growing pains and jealousy her glamorous teen- 
age sister. The combination ailments leads some 
fairly amusing incidents and one highly improbable one 
which the pig-tailed Dede blackmails fourteen- 
year-old man the world into taking her the Fresh- 
man Frolic, forges her father’s name cheque, 
spends the proceeds black cocktail sheath, sneaks 
off the dance, leads the Grand March with the 
doddering high school principal and, finally, returns 
home triumphant police wagon. This too much! 
The character Dede more credible, and endearing, 
when she befriending the widow who lives the 
family’s guest house; voting for herself play the 
role the Blessed Mother her own production 
the school’s Christmas play; even teaching her cat 
swim and discovering her sorrow that cats have 
but one life, like the rest us. Whether her story 
for adults her contemporaries the 
all depends how you like your children novels. 
the sophisticated Eloise was not your dish, Dede 
O’Shea might just suit. teen-ager acquaint- 
ance thought the book was hilarious. thought was 
mite too cute. 


Dede O’Shea 


Miriam Quinn, 
Bala-Cynwyd, Pennsylvania 


Clayton, John Bell The Strangers Were There 
Macmillan. June 4,1957. 214p. $3.75. 


There are twenty-one stories this posthumously pub- 
lished collection, which only seven have been pre- 
viously published. And that makes one wonder what 
the matter with some magazine story editors, because 
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all but three very short little sketches this collection 
seem uniformly good. “Incident Chapman’s 
Switch,” “Mr. Sampsell’s Thirty-Pound Diamond,” 
“Sunday Ice Cream,” certainly, are every bit fine 
short stories “The Soft Step the Shawnee,” 
“The White Circle” name two which were, respec- 
tively, published the now-defunct Collier’s and 
Harper’s. Clayton was Virginian birth, breeding 
and tradition. His stories are almost all Virginia, 
back from the tidewater and toward the mountain 
country, centered around typical up-country Virginia 
city labelled Colonial Springs. And there all 
the stories, whether town drunk, spreeing country- 
hands, farmers, town reporters, feuding valley-folk, 
strong sympathy and instinctive compassion which 
makes these people all they come 
life the author’s perceptive handling theme. There 
is, besides, skill descriptive technique which sel- 
dom banal trite, even successive pictures the 
same setting. Connoisseurs the short story will find 
this attractive and deceptively memorable collection. 


Pratt, Fletcher 
The Compact History the United States Navy 
Hawthorn. May 347p. $4.95. 


Fletcher Pratt’s The Compact History the United 
States Navy excellent narrative most the 
major events the history the Navy from its in- 
ception. easy, interesting reading, especially when 
one considers that not one, but three authors had 
hand the finished product. 

Admitting the difficulty covering the entire history 
our Navy book but little more than three 
hundred pages, this book either glosses over com- 
pletely omits any reference many people and 
events that had positive effects World War that 
cannot properly called history that period. 
The detailed accounts many the actual engage- 
ments make very interesting reading, but that narra- 
tive, not history. Similar comment would probably 
apply other periods. 

For example, Fleet Admiral King, who undoubted- 
had more influence our Navy during World 
War than any other one man, mentioned only 
twice the entire book. Admirals Ingersoll and Horne, 
who with the exception King, and possibly 
Nimitz, had more with the final results than any 
others, are not mentioned all. Nor are Cochrane, 
whose Bureau Ships gave our Navy its predominance, 
Blandy, whose Bureau Ordnance armed them, Mor- 
rell, whose Bureau Yards and Docks developed and 
provided the floating dry docks that, made sec- 
tions, could accommodate any ship the Fleet, thou- 
sands miles from the nearest home port, any 
the Chiefs the Bureau Aeronautics who provided 
the planes and trained the men man them. The 
only mention Ingram that dissented from the 
theory that the ultimate decision would achieved 
the guns battleships. 

Nothing said the Anti-Submarine Warfare schools 
conceived Carney and perfected under Low, the 
anti-submarine operations conducted from bases 
Argentina and Brazil the submarine operations 
based Perth, Australia. The tremendous training 
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program that provided the men man the great num- 
bers ships and planes scarcely mentioned. Ac- 
knowledgment the splendid contributions made 
the Coast Guard limited part one sentence 
with reference all the work done “Iceberg” 
Smith and his cutters. 

These are only few. The work the shore estab- 
lishment, without which the ships and planes could 
not have operated, scarcely mentioned, nor are the 
many developments ships, planes, and armament 
given any credit for their part the final results, even 
though security restrictions which had previously pre- 
vented their mention had been lifted prior publi- 
cation. 

The book leaves little desired details the 
operations that are described, but the conclusions will 
draw varying reactions and the statement, apropos con- 
ditions the early nineteen-thirties that “duties were 
performed mechanically, rather than out under- 
standing and desire for improvement,” may well cause 
actual resentment among those who served during that 
period. Despite the enforced limitations fuel and 
for training purposes, the Fleet maintained 
its standards engineering and gunnery and the shore 
establishment, although similarly limited lack 
funds, did some the finest development work ,much 
which,—especially radar, high pressure steam and 
entirely new anti-aircraft major part 
the war that was come. 

Although falling short history, the book provides 
both excellent narrative most the engagements 
which the Navy participated and fine: descriptions 
many the men and the conditions that have made 
the United States Navy what is. 

The book well worth reading, even though historians 
may find fault with the title. 


Captain William Moses, 
U.S.N. (Ret.), 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Reynolds, Quentin They Fought for the Sky 
Rinehart. June 10,1957. 304p. $3.95. 

the recent Korean police action, there were planes 
chasing each other six hundred miles hour 
thirty thousand feet. the Second World War, there 
were planes chasing each other four hundred miles 
hour twenty thousand feet. sometimes for- 
gotten that there was another World War during which 
planes sneezed whenever they reached fifteen thousand, 
and went one hundred miles hour only when going 
downhill. They Fought for the Sky the story the 
planes that First World War. 

not the story any individual pilot, nor either 
side. All the pilots have been done before, and both 
sides are represented mountain volumes. But 
this book tantalizing collection morsels chosen 
random, little glimpses those wonderful men who 
managed write the textbook air warfare for jets 
while flying Model T’s. 

There Max Immelman, carefully working over his 
plane with Tony Fokker, knowing perfectly, knowing 
every stress and strain those delicate wings, devising 
the first great combat tactics. There Georges Guy- 
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nemer, sickly, pallid, dragging himself out his plane, 
settling down into cold killer. There Manfred 
von Richthofen, Prussian, distant, reserved, killing care- 
fully, intelligently. There Roy Brown, watching like 
the mother eagle over her young eaglets, knocking off 
Richthofen when the German crosses new pilot. 
There Rickenbacker, working over his plane slowly, 
knowing it, moving gradually into the major leagues, 
then springing forth, great star his own right, with 
astonishing record his few months combat 
any man who ever flew and fought. They are all here, 
the old Lafayette Escadrille, Hermann Goering, Charlie 
Nungesser, Jim McCudden, Albert Ball, Billy Mitchell, 
Billy Bishop, Mike Mannock, and all the other men 
whose names have become legends the Air forces 
the world. over the whole book the 
genius Tony Fokker, brooding over his planes, design- 
ing the unspeakable monsters that flew rings around 
the Allied planes sent knock them down. 
review could give you taste the book. You 
must read it. you have heard all the people, you 
couldn’t help reading it. you never heard them, 
you can’t afford remain ignorant. And when the 
whole fascinating story told well Reynolds, 
but one more argument that makes 
irresistible. 
remember that Reynolds was sent the Siberia 
writers for doing that magnificent job the Cana- 
dian war hero who never quite left Canada—oh, won- 
derful fraud! Well, you can come home now Quentin; 
all forgiven and there fine steak the broiler 
and bottle good dry Burgundy the board. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Foot, Michael and Jones, Mervyn 
Guilty Men, 1957—Suez Cyprus 
Rinehart. May 15,1957. 264p. $1.95. 


This harsh partisan condemnation the Eden- 
Conservative government for having consciously weak- 
ened the moral position the British people the 
use imperialist doctrines the invasion Egypt 
and the suppression the desire for self-determination 
the people Cyprus. Michael Foot, former 
Labour M.P. and one the best political hatchet 
writers our time, vigorous proponent Aneurin 
Bevan and the left-wing the British Labour Party. 
makes this remotely Irish reviewer’s heart feel good 
see such sweeping condemnation English im- 
perialism. However, the attack too strong. Anthony 
Eden described this book “the man who, more 
than any other figure the Tory Party, was thought 
represent willingness shed the old imperialism 
and capture for Britain place among the nations more 
accord with liberal ideals.” Since this same Eden 
directed the actions described terms outrage, then 
perhaps the whole story not being told. 

The authors give the impression that they have inside 
knowledge the inner secrets the opposite party, 
but then fail mention the most obvious facts. Lord 
Salisbury presented being equally powerful 
Prime Minister Macmillan. the chief adviser 
the Queen supposedly played the only important 
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role selecting Macmillan P.M. Not mentioned 
the resignation Lord Salisbury the leader the 
Conservative Party the House Lords because 
his fundamental disagreement over Cyprus with Mac- 
millan who continues stronger than ever P.M. Also 
omitted the role played Sir Winston Churchill, 
whom the Queen reportedly strongly relies 
matters. 

This full-sized inexpensive paper-bound book ex- 
cellent example British partisan polemics and good 
exposition the relatively extremist arguments 
Bevan and his supporters. such interesting 
reading and could serve assignment courses 


comparative politics. 
Joseph Maloney, Ph.D., 
Political Philosophy, 
Fordham University, 
Bronx 58, New York 


Roche, Mazo Ringing the Changes 
Little, Brown. Apr. 22,1957. 341p. $6.00. 
Although Miss Roche became famous novelist 
1927, with the publication Jalna, destined grow 
into family saga fourteen volumes, she has only 
now found time write her autobiography. She in- 
cludes picture herself, taken 1936. Born 
1885, all her readers will pleased that she has 
last taken the time tell them something about herself. 
Winning the Atlantic Novel Prize $10,000 for Jalna, 
the author thereafter became well from the in- 
come from her writings but the years prior 1927 were 
characterized lack money and very economical 
living. Her grandparents and parents, about whom she 
writes freely her autobiography, were blessed with 
expensive tastes but plagued limited incomes. 
Throughout the story about herself, there also the 
story her cousin Caroline, who has lived with the 
author since each was little Most Miss 
Roche’s life was spent and near Toronto, but times 
she has lived New England and England. Now 
she back Toronto, where she feels most home. 
The author writes frankly her grandfather, Irish 
Catholic who married Irish Protestant, and who 
eventually abandoned her. evidently made 
effort have the childred reared Catholics but two 
his three sons leaned toward Catholicism without 
becoming Catholics. herself, Miss Roche says, 
for me, had period that longing, but 
past.” One her uncles asked Miss Roche 
get priest lay dying, but the man’s wife opposed 
any such action and Miss Roche allowed herself 
guided the wife’s wishes. 

authors write more personally and vividly. Few, 
likewise, write more understandingly and sympathetic- 
ally dogs. You will become acquainted with Bunty, 
the Scotty, you read this book. Even when old and 
blind, Bunty was given the best care Miss 
Roche. The author tells the creation Finch’s 
Fortune, Whiteoaks, and other books, with many de- 
tails the exact procedure followed getting her 
thoughts paper. Much material was dictated 
Caroline, indispensable aid. 
There serious effort made relate her life the 
great events the period through which the author 
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lived. The First World War hardly more than men- 
tioned; practically the same indifference shown 
the second one. The day day life the author and 
Caroline and, later years, the two young chil- 
dren adopted Miss Roche, constitute the stuff 
which this book made. may rather fragile 
material, but retrospect these are the memories that 
seem significant and dear the author. Interesting 
though the book is, one does wonder why ex- 
pensive. There seems good justification for the 


high price charged. 
Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 


Loyola University, 
Chicago, 


Michener, James and Grove Day 
Rascals Paradise 
Random House. June 10, 1957. 374p. $4.75. 


The popular picture the South Pacific encouraged 
much modern fiction alluring paradise soft 
breezes, waving palms, and escape from social pressures 
into uninhibited living, (and loving), amid scenes 
exquisite natural beauty. This conception only partly 
true. Relaxation and beauty can found there, but 
too can malaria, dysentery, thousand parasites, un- 
conquerable mildew, starvation, lack medical care, 
and countless privations unreported Rogers and 
Hammerstein the travel folders. 

Michener and Day have been there. They know the 
scattered atolls and infested jungles from Pitcairn 
Mindanao: history, peoples, and present condition. 
Their collaboration down-to-earth review the 
facts reported history and seen the veteran 
inhabitant rather than the casual tourist. recognizes 
the charm the Pacific with deep affection while 
also admitting that the area has its own full share 
the world’s woes. Their book offers the case histories 
nine men and one woman, from the sixteenth cen- 
tury the present, who sought “solace and fulfillment 
the broad Pacific.” Some found measure what 
they sought—refuge, adventure, wealth, power—but all 


HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
FICTION 
The Scapegoat (Ila) Maurier Mar. 
Peyton Place (IV) Metalious 
Compulsion Levin Dec. 
The Blue Camellia Keyes Feb. 
The Last Angry Man (IID) Green Feb. 15, 
The Town Faulkner May 
The Philadelphian (IIb) Powell Jan. 15, 
Say, Darling Bissell Apr. 
The Black Obelisk (III) Remarque Apr. 
Silver Spoon Berlin une 
NON-FICTION 
Day Infamy (1) Lord Apr. 
The Story (1) Whitehead Jan. 
The Nun’s Story (Ila) Hulme Sept. 15, 
The Organization Man (Ila) Whyte Apr. 15, 
Please Stay Alive All Your Life (I) Apr. 15, ’57 
The Bridge Andau (Ila) Michener Mar. 15, ’57 
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found also disillusionment, defeat, and quite many 
problems those they tried escape. 

The title calls them rascals, which euphemism for 
some the pirates and murderers included; but actu- 
ally the range from the unscrupulous desperado 
the shizophrenic The assortment includes 
megalomaniac, Samuel Comstock, who killed all the 
officers aboard the whaler Globe, plot rule 
king Mili Atoll the Marshalls; the Marquis 
Rays, whose insane plans make himself Emperor 
Oceania brought destitution and death shiploads 
swindled Frenchmen the coast New Ireland that 
was become Nouvelle France; the fabulous Coxinga 
greatest pirate Asia, and possibly the world, 
has ever violent life Formosa fore- 
shadowed the career Chiang Kai-shek; king-maker 
Walter Gibson’s attempted conquest Samoa for 
Hawaii; new picture Captain Bligh that indicates 
the Bounty mutiny was more “spur-of-the-moment 
affair arising from the allure Tahitian maidens more 
than from Bligh’s quarter-deck tyranny”; and Will 
Mariner, boy chieftain for almost seven marooned years 
the Tonga Islands. 

The woman the series Isabel Barreto, wife 
Spanish nobleman who knew more about butchery 
than about colonizing. She survived doomed colony 
Santa Cruz and led remnant force Guam and 
the Philippines 1595-6. The most legendary and 
rollicking figure all Bully Hayes, combination 
knavery and likeability with amazing record 
bigamy, buccaneering, blackbirding, debauching 
whole islands, kidnapping and raping children, and 
theft millions. The reader who would really know 
the Pacific, however, say Mitchener and Day, should 
Louis Becke, the uneducated Australian adven- 
turer whom they consider the best writer about its 
locales and peoples. While acknowledging that 
artistically inferior Melville and Stevenson, not pol- 
ished dialogue and plotting like Hall, and less poetic 
than Frisbee, the authors insist that his stories capture 
supremely faithful sense island life and show with- 
out peer the rude and lawless years the nineteenth 
century. 

The only contemporary personality Edgar William 
Leeteg, called some the American Gauguin. From 
East St. Louis and sign-painting, came the 
pression Tahiti, where routine working five days 
week, with Tuesdays regularly given incredible 
debauchery—drunkenness, fornication, brawling—even- 
tually brought him fortune, 
Mooréa, and international renown the preeminent 
painter velvet. Michener and Day report his gutter 
habits objectively, making ethical judgment; they 
enter more critically into artistic evaluation that 
shows his limitations composition and inspiration 
well his absolutely flawless technique. This chapter 
the most absorbing the book and makes striking 
conclusion; revealing study artistic personality, 
psychograph rather than mere story. 

save embarrassment people still alive, the authors 
intimate that many other colorful stories the islands 
must withheld for later generation. that 
may, they have found startling array from the past. 
Though not all equally well delineated, and despite 
occasional anticlimax for the sake history that 
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less than gripping, they provide book without dull 
chapter. Their lives, course, are not models pro- 
priety, but the report has decorum and realism without 
leering sensationalism. deserves recommendation 
book that will unquestionably prove interesting its 


intended adult public. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Wellman, Paul Portage Bay 
Doubleday. May 23,1957. 240p. $4.00. 
With summer coming on, here very timely book for 
anyone, greying above and expanding below, who flees 
the desk and the city for annual return nature. 
But especially for the brethren the angle, the 
rod and reel boys, for the author one them, and 
devotes whole chapters the walleye, the northern 
pike, and the muskie. Portage Bay one part Lake 
the Woods, great sprawling spread water that 
lies partly Minnesota and partly Canada and 
contains over thousand islands. Thither the author 
has been going for quarter-century, and here dis- 
courses the place easy summer-lodge style. Here 
are the “characters,” led off the hardbitten lodge 
owner, then the local guides, the Indians, and natives; 
here are the tales, romantic, funny, mendacious, and 
heroic. There especially fine bit some 
the early French Jesuit martyrs who worked through 
there the 17th century. And all that recalls some 
Mr. Wellman’s Glory, God and Gold, and other 
books, which are first rate historical narratives the 
American West. Here too are the experiences, for 
example, 300 fish caught hours; and, finally, here 
are the pleasures outdoors, the breathtaking sights, 
the pan-fried fish, the companionship, the minor crises, 
the humor,—everything that goes make fishing 
trip. ought whet the appetite anyone thinking 
going out again this year. 

Fr. Bruno McAndrew, 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 

Washington, 


Savarin Real French Cooking 
Doubleday. Mar. 21,1957. 399p. $4.50. 

sound French cookbook should necessity for 
every kitchen shelf, certainly the well-fed home. 
The advantage this one that has been prepared 
top-flight cuisinier, writing under the pseudonym 
that derives from the illustrious Brillat-Savarin. The 
book will, well used, save the price its purchase 
within few weeks, for its particular value lies the 
canny suggestions for making tasty and nutritive meals 
from little known and cheap cuts meat, its constant 
warnings not waste anything, (e.g., the outside leaves, 
stumps and cores lettuces, endives, celery, etc. “will 
make quite difference your soups”). the 
experienced cook will profit many the knowledge- 
able hints scattered throughout, and she will have 
chuckle over the anecdotes and quotations anent gour- 
mandise with which Maitre Savarin lards his recipes. 
The section desserts may found rather thin; 
the essentials are there; and some salad fans will 
disappointed not find some the variations 


the atrocities women’s magazines perpetrate; chef Sava- 
rin content list five only and there’s not grape 
pineapple one them. The American editors 
would have been well advised supply more thor- 
ough glossary terms used than here appended. 
Many American housewives never heard 
morels, cardons, rillons, caster sugar; and the inclusion 
recipes for winkles, ortolans, truffles seems bit opti- 
mistic. But there are pages menus appended 
which should start something culinary revolution 
some quarters. But the cook who prefers splurge 
“choice cuts” while scrimping butter and cream, 
who knows little but canned and pre-frozen foods 
will lost with this book, more’s the pity for those 
she feeds. 


Schellenberg, Walter The Labyrinth 
Harper. May 29,1957. 423p. $4.50. 


1933, fresh out law school the age twenty- 
three, Walter Schellenberg joined the Nazi party and 
the black-shirted SS. Partly was captured the 
glamour the uniform; partly, too, sought the 
social and career advantages that membership offered. 
Rather quickly was taken into the SD, and under 
Heydrich soon headed this foreign intelligence unit 
for the Third Reich until the collapse 1945. His 
memoirs these years intrigue were written follow- 
ing short imprisonment ordered Nuremberg; and 
after his death, 1952, series vicissitudes they 
reached England for eventual translation 
cation. 

The impossibility revision the author explains 
some the evident faults: digression into extraneous 
trivia; recurrent back-tracking, though the development 
coherently chronological; lack suspense some 
the spy stories. the other hand, the book in- 
cludes wealth intimate detail about the personali- 
ties ruling the Nazi regime, exposes the unscrupulous 
tactics which many them sought self-aggrandize- 
ment, and offers good review secret service opera- 
tions. 

The most thorough portraits are Heydrich and 
Himmler. The former shown 
cold treachery whose masterly playing off antago- 
nists against one another made him “the hidden pivot 
around which the Nazi regime revolved.” Himmler 
contrasts with him his nervous wavering, addiction 
astrology, and inability assess situation realisti- 
cally. Yet until displaced Bormann, served 
Hitler’s right-hand man, and was through him that 
Schellenberg made his abortive efforts negotiated 
peace between the final debacle. Others revealed with 
insight are the egocentric, Anglophobic Ribbentrop, the 
extrovert Goering, and the familiar messianic combina- 
tion atheism, mysticism, hypochondria, and general 
fanaticism that was the Fuehrer. 

Schellenberg never Conan Doyle developing 
pursuit, but some his stories hold interest. They 
range from attempted kidnapping the Duke 
Windsor the breaking underground resistance 
groups. The best are the capture some British-Dutch 
agents Venlo; operation “Red Chapel” (defeating 
the Ruussian spy ring); and the author’s frantic nego- 
tiations with Count Bernadotte against Hitler’s orders. 
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summary espionage techniques—forgeries, coun- 
terfeiting, tapping the main cable the United States, 
cameras and radio devices—whets the appetite for more 
technical detail than Schennberg’s non-technical back- 
ground can provide. 

One finishes with curious impression the author. 
His book mixture objective reporting and self- 
glorification that strangely shows him running major 
department for the Nazi and yet professing heart 
out sympathy with his fellow leaders and opposed 
many their basic objectives. Perhaps this effect 
opportunism extending into the expediencies post- 
Nazi Europe, which Schellenberg had live and 
write his book. any rate, adults will find Schellen- 
berg himself well his subjects interesting, 
sometimes verbose, study. 

George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


Nash, Ogden You Can’t Get There from Here 
Little, Brown. June 6,1957. 190p. $3.75. 
Always welcome new collection the gymnastic 
verse poet Ogden Nash, because under all the supple 
muscles his vocabulary lies good marrowed bone, 
which awkward way saying there more than 
grain wisdom his wit. “Every time the menu 
lists cheese want order fromage blue” the 
way begins sonata entitled “How Tell Kitchen 
from Cuisine: Take Quick Look Ours.” There 
ode entitled Trouble with Shakespeare, You 
Remember Him,” which suggests you take Agatha 
Christie mystery that desert island, because you for- 
get who did soon you finish it, you can start 
re-reading immediately. Shakespeare conversely 
stays with you. And you can forgive him even for the 
elaborate contrivance rigs order come with 
final line that runs, “Because the compromise landed 
him luxurious penthouse Park Avenue, which 
midway between Medicine and Lexicon.” That stays 
with you, too. does this taste succinct criticism: 
“The Marquis Sade 

Wasn’t always mad. 

What addled his brain 

Was Mickey Spillane. 
Maurice Sendak contributes drawings that have 
oddly Victorian character. 


YOUNG PEOPLE’S BOOKS 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., Contributing Editor 
Department Librarianship, Marywood College 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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book Recommended 


Acheson, Patricia America’s Colonial Heritage 
Illustrated Lois Williams. Dodd. May 20, 1957. 
201p. $3.00. 

“Colonial heritage” here refers the English influence 
upon America’s character and destiny, major causes 
which are said have been Magna Carta and the 
Reformation. mention made Spanish, French 
Dutch colonies, except these interfered temporari- 
incidentally with English undertakings. About 
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one-third the book reviews English affairs prior 
the establishment the first colony; and the book ends 
with the outbreak the American Revolution. The 
author, confirmed Anglophile, not cautious her 
statements. Typical is: “Everyone left his job and ran 
sign ships bound for this land riches” (p, 
46). Also, “One the greatest all thinkers, and 
one who individually did more end the absolute 
power the Church through independent scientific 
research, was Copernicus, Polish theologian and 
scientist” (p. 23). The introduction slavery into 
Virginia accepted complacently because the 
nomic advantage gave the colony. Readable and 
teresting, but superficial. 


Adler, Irving House Numbers 
Illustrated Ruth Adler. Day. Mar. 1957. 128p. 


For livening the arithmetic class, once the multipli- 
cation tables have been mastered, this volume num- 
ber sequence, mathematical systems (e.g., binary, deci- 
mal and duodecimal); number puzzles, puzzles without 
number, (all with answers the back the book); 
calculating tricks; card tricks based numbers; and 
games for solitary group enjoyment, may very 
helpful. Generous attention paid “casting out 
but possible that the section the “open 
and hidden steps” could have been shown more simply. 
Most the puzzles are brain-sharpeners well 
arithmetical tests, and such would enjoyable fare 
for parties, Scout programs, and occasional breaks 
the arithmetic class. Because the author invites the 
reader’s active participation the various steps and 
games, possible may aid clarifying 


matical concepts, also. 
Sister Cormac, I.H.M., 
Mathematics Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Ahnstrom, 

Complete Book Jets and Rockets 
World. Apr. 29,1957. 159p., photogs., diagrs. $4.95. 
Any book rockets and jets great demand among 
high school boys. This book, aviator and news 
paperman, former managing editor Skyways and 
presently member the Flight Safety Foundation, 
seems have information sufficient satisfy the 
osity the most avid fans. There set forth the 
history jet propulsion, the principles involved, the 
contribution different countries and individuals; how 
the various types turbine engines work; what the 
scientific and human problems high-speed flight are; 
how pilots these machines are protected; how the 
planes are launched from and landed aircraft car- 
riers, and refueled flight; what feels like 
jet; how become jet pilot; the advantages and 
monetary rewards the Air Force, Navy and Reserve 
programs, qualifications necessary, high school courses 
follow; how appointments Annapolis and Air 
Force Academy are obtained; and the cost 
bility private jets. 
Final chapters discuss rockets, their importance 
plements war, their speed and electronic control, 
problems combating aerodynamic heat and metal 
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resistance, short discussions missiles now use 
under development, their part the 1957 International 
Geophysical Year, and the potential these speed 
demons have fulfilling the wildest dreams space 
scientists. Detailed statistical charts give interesting 
data United States, leading foreign, and Russian air- 
craft, jets and gas turbines. Many illustrations, dia- 
grams and good photographs add its appeal. 

Frances Dowling, 

Dunmore High School, 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 


The Dragon and the Rose 
Abelard. Feb. 15, 1957. 


Daniell, David Scott 
Illustrated Sheila Stratton. 
208p. $2.75. 
extravagantly plotted and shallowly characterized 
tale Florence, 1500 A.D. concerns the valiant 
rescue 16-year-old Abruzzi princess artist’s 
apprentice from the murderous plotting her wicked 
uncle; the location will, torn into four parts and 
separately lodged; and the revelation abbess 
whose convent the two take refuge that they are her 
children. The action moves swiftly, and some the 
scenes are beguiling; but neither plot nor characteriza- 
tion nor background convincing. 

Edith, and Wilson, 

Hokahey! American Indians Then and Now 


Illustrated Wilson. McGraw. May 20, 1957. 
112p. map. $3.25. (Whittlesey House book) 


very interesting, crisp account the Indian tribes 


living what now the United States. Arranged 
seven culture regions, the book distinguishes among 
them the separate customs, beliefs, clothing, housing, 
food and equipment. Pronunciation tribal names 
given and sometimes repeated. The historical back- 
ground each group sketched in, but rather more 


attention given their present condition. 
tions are highly descriptive. Tables identifying sub- 
sidiary tribes each region, and map showing their 
location, are helpful, also. Further reading the 
subject suggested two-part list books, one for 
younger and one for older readers. Indexed. The 
fascinating details should clear many popular mis- 
conceptions, the same time that they call attention 
the coloration and influence Indian ways and names 
have had our own history. 


Virginia Mississippi Calling 
Illustrated Manning DeV. Lee. Dodd. May 20, 1957. 
255p. $3.50. 


What Paul Horgan did with the Rio Grande for adult 
Virginia Eifert has come close approximating 
for young people with the Mississippi. Beginning with 
the melting the last great glacier, (9,000 A.D.), and 
with backward glance the Carboniferous Age 
250 million years earlier, the author traces its history 
from the first date which scientists are fairly sure 
mankind knew its banks, through the Mound Builders, 
and the coming the white man the person 
DeSoto, looking for gold and pearls and naming the 
great fluid highway the Rio Espiritu Santo. She tells 
how Louis Jolliet (sic) and Father Marquette when 


looking for water route the Pacific came know 
the Mese-Sebe; how LaSalle later claimed river and 
valley for France; and how the LeMoynes found its 
mouth the Gulf Mexico. The Mississippi Bubble 
and the slow colonization the area come for in- 
teresting treatment, Zebulon Pike’s mistake 
thinking found its source and Henry Schoolcraft’s 
eventual location that source the little lake 
named Itasca (from veritas and caput). The first 
steamboats ply the river, the building canal 
below New Orleans, the Black Hawk War, Audubon 
and his paintings, lumbering the Upper Mississippi 
and floating the logs down under the skillful direc- 
tion Captain Stephen Hanks, Lincoln’s cousin, the 
Mormon settlement Nauvoo, Illinois, the part the 
river played the Civil War, the Eads Bridge, all are 
given full chapter each. 
this reader, however, the most interesting sections 
are those having with man’s attempts tame, 
confine and control the inconstant 
stream, and the identifying towns now located miles 
from its bank and other towns long since swallowed 
its waters. The final chapter tone poem 
prose which pays tribute the river’s moods and 
variety: 
the same magnificent, unpredictable, monstrous, magi- 
cal, mysterious, terrible, potent body water which carried 
glacier meltings the Gulf, far back when the first men 
knew it, when they hunted mammoths beside the Mississippi 
and and longer than any man can 


ever know. And the same dauntless river which flows 
confidently and into the future.” 


*Fisher, James The Wonderful World the Sea 
Garden City Books. Apr. 18, 1957. maps, 
diagrs. $2.95. 

Fully eye-catching and vivid its companions 
the series (Wonderful World Mathemaitcs, Wonder- 
ful World Archeology, etc.) this copiously illustrated 
volume colorful introduction oceanography. 
four parts, reviews briskly the nature and activities 
the sea, its inhabitants, man’s early efforts use 
it, and his more scientific approaches since 1872. 

Human interest anecdotes are included, and the in- 
dispensable features for mankind are emphasized 
throughout. The hundreds brightly colored illus- 
trations are arresting, and the simple text natu- 
ralist and explorer lively and sound. spite the 
paper-on-boards cover and insecure sewing, this 
good buy for both junior and senior high schools. 


Frick, Patch 


Harcourt. 188p. $2.75. 


rapidly paced story about natural-born runner 
who did not care about winning long had 
the fun running. And fun had, though win- 
ning was another matter. Hence, Coach Anderson 
had take stand, even though cost West High 
trophy. Good characterization, unusual twist 
the sports angle, satisfying conflict, all join 
lighthearted, well-integrated story which girls may like 
almost much will track-minded boys. 

Claire Lettieri, 

Dunmore High School, 


Dunmore, Pennsylvania 
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112 Malvern Mayne Obermeyer Peattie Reinfeld Richardson 


Malvern, Gladys Curtain’s Eight 


Macrae. 207p. $2.75. 
The Lyceum Theater London and its famous per- 
sonalities, Henry Irving and Ellen Terry, provide the 
background for this story. Fourteen-year-old Terry 
Downes, stage-struck Cockney lass, born theatrical 
parents, now orphaned and employed with her aunt 
charwoman, dreams career and fame like 
that Ellen Terry, once her mother’s best friend and 
her own godmother and namesake. street acci- 
dent, Terry rescues Irving’s dog, injured 
pitalized, and comes under the protection and tute- 
lage Irving and Ellen Terry. due time she be- 
comes member Irving’s company, meets the man 
her life, studies and improves, travels America 
with the company, steps into the ingenue’s part, and 
when she returns London skyrocketed into star- 
dom. Her dreams are fulfilled when the young man 
who had gallantly stepped out her life rather than 
hinder her career suddenly reappears, strategically 
prepared her leading man stage well 
real life. 
The plot exaggerated and improbable. Neverthe- 
less, high school girls reading for the romance 
the young lovers will absorb little the atmosphere 
the Victorian theater and the world-famous people 
who crossed Terry’s path her rise fame. 

Frances Dowling 


William 

Illustrated Walter Hodges. 
1957. 199p. $3.00. 

charming story about Anglican choir school con- 
nected with famous old cathedral, where tradition 
has that the Sunday following Ascension Thurs- 
day the youngest choirboy sings appropriate Introit 
and together with the organist presents the bishop 
with wax candle. The custom dates back pre- 
Reformation days, though since Henry VIII’s dismissal 
Prior Tollelege bees have not been kept the 
cathedral and the candle has been made commer- 
cial materials. The slight plot has with the 
youngest choirboy’s first shirking his responsibility, 
then after stumbling the room high the tower 
where Prior Tollelege had kept his bees and finding 
the key and unidentified substance which controlled 
the bees, going through the ceremony surprise 
for the headmaster. Very English atmosphere and 
dialogue (even the Anglican spelling mattins), 
the story has delightful humor and considerable action. 
Apparently suggested the finding 
unknown ms. the possession The Royal School 
Church Music.” The drawings are very attractive; 
and the endpapers reproduce the score the bee- 
keeper’s Introit, with bees taking the place neumes 
and puncti. 


Swarm May 
May 10, 


Obermeyer, Marion Barrett 
Decorations Alan Moyler. Longmans. 
196p. $3.00. 

pleasant little story about Pennsylvania family’s 
interest early radio. Beginning with the 1906 Christ- 
mas Eve music which they hear the crystal set 
their father has built, the boy Dan dedicated 


The Listening Post 
May 15, 1957. 


Best 


learning all can about the new medium. this 
end attends the University Wisconsin, pioneer 
radio education, and after serving World War 
signal corpsman, eventually establishes his own 
station the little town where the family lives. While 
the story lacks depth and the plot episodic, the 
picture family life sound, and the glimpses 
the new horseless carriage and even flying machine 
seem appropriate and neatly handled. For junior 


Donald Culross 

Rainbow Book Nature 
Illustrated Rudolf Freund. World. May 20, 1957, 
319p. $4.95. 
handsome book from jacket bibliography, with 
hundreds illustrations bright colors and soft 
black and white. the occasional chart table 
either challengingly arranged attractively 
trated. Since the scope the book broad, 
sarily the information presented summary form, 
concentrating few forms exemplify the author’s 
points. Thus, after stimulating introduction 
lated arouse the attention city children well 
those the country, find sections dealing with 
various regional types, (desert, pond, meadow, barn, 
forest and shore); with color nature; with forms 
life; the hours and seasons; and animal society. The 
tone informal, friendly and pleasantly broken 
anecdotes material. interesting 
feature 19-page list materials for further in- 
vestigation, classified and annotated. These include 
books, magazines, films and recordings: excellent 
purchase for private exploration library shelves, 
teachers’ sharing with children from fifth grade through 
high school. 


*Reinfeld, Fred Trappers the West 
Illustrated Douglas Gorsline. Crowell. May 15, 1957. 
153p. $2.50. 


realistic account the mountain men who opened 
the West, discovered the most passable routes, and 
sheer force numbers ensured the eventual owner- 
ship Oregon the United States rather than 
land. The book opens with brief overview the 
region beyond the Mississippi, its changes owner- 
ship, and its exploration Lewis and Clark. Follows 
far less idealized picture the Great Plains Indian 
than the Dorian and Wilson volume above indicates. 
The effect the beaver trade and the 
established the fur companies, plus description 
the life the trappers led, (“often hard, dirty and 
dangerous”), preface individual chapters five famous 
mountain men: John Colter, Old Bill Jed 
Smith, Jim Bridger and Kit Carson. The whole 
simply written, factually interesting account short 
phase our national history which was essentially 
democratic nature. Excellent collateral reading for 
American history classes, and invigorating for 
vidual investigation. 


Richardson, Frank Howard 
For Teen-Agers Only; The Doctor 
Discusses Marriage 


Introduction Paul Popenoe. Tupper Love. May 22, 
1957. 112p. $2.95. 
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Using the device informal conversations among 
high school students, together with sessions with two 
doctors, older engaged couple, and social worker, 
the physician-writer advises young people who are 
thinking marrying before finishing high school (with 
and without benefit clergy) have already done 
so. The talks center marriage readiness, emotional, 
sexual and economic, with going steady, promiscuity, 
frigidity and petting coming for due attention. Only 
the material and rational aspects are considered; the 
moral never mentioned. One brief passage could 
interpreted approving birth control. Connection 
with “the church one’s choice” urged. general, 
the advice sound and reasonable and should con- 
vincing. Very readable, and times quite plain- 
spoken. 


The Crow and the Castle 
Viking. Apr. 10, 1957. 


Robertson, Keith 
Illustrated Robert Greiner. 
219p. $2.50. 

The 16-year-old boys, Neil Lambert and Swede Larson, 
the Carson Street Detective Agency, who were prin- 
cipals Three Stuffed Owls, plunge even more readily 
into danger and detection this new story. They 
are already involved job for chess expert when 
their pet crow, Hector, carries off chess piece from 
antique set with exciting history. Thugs intent 
upon stealing the pigeon-blood ruby hidden the 
piece enter the picture and complicate events until 
the boys foil them, recover the missing piece and earn 
ten percent the ruby’s value. the earlier 
book, the boys are likable, natural and believable, but 
coincidence thrusts very long arm into the plot. 
Told with light touch, for junior high. 


Build Land 
Apr. 29, 1957. 255p. 


Watson, Sally 
Illustrated Lili Cassel. 
$3.50. 

Like thousands Jewish children elsewhere who 
suffered from Hitler’s reign terror, Leo 
Morelli and his young sister were homeless, orphaned, 
living the rubble bombed-out 
Naples, existing from day day begging stealing. 
attempted theft from sympathetic Jewish G.I. 
and accident the girl brought the youngsters 
under the care the Red Cross where they learned 
Youth Aliyah. They accepted the organization’s 
offer better life, freedom and security the New 
Land Promise, Israel. Joined other youths from 
the continent and India, the two began their training 
and Hebrew language instruction reception center 
near Marseilles, and were eventually settled com- 
munal farm outside Tel Aviv. Differences national 
characteristics, backgrounds and personalities, fears and 
disappointments threatened the harmony the group 
from time time. But through wise leadership the 
young people learned face facts, live and work to- 
gether, love their adopted land and prepared 
protect the State which they have become part. 


Holt. 


This well-written narrative with its sensitive characteri- 
zations and realistic situations has adventure and 
human-interest appeal for high school readers, and 
will provide them with background for current history 
discussions about the plucky little nation prominent 


Robertson Watson Wibberley Index 113 


the world news. The Arab side sympathetically 
presented, too. The book attractively illustrated 
and has glossary Hebrew words and another 
Arabic terms. 

Frances Dowling 


Wibberley, Leonard Mexican Road Race 


Patrick O’Connor (pseud.) 
May 182p. $2.75. 


Sequel The Black Tiger, this new tale sports-car 
racing takes Woody Hartford, his mechanic, Worm 
his fiancée, Mary Jane, who also the youth- 
ful owner the Black Tiger Mark II, and Rocky Ran- 
dall the 2000-mile, exceedingly dangerous Mexican 
Road Race, the longest the world. Car enthusiasts 
and superficial readers will undoubtedly enjoy its sus- 
pense and thrills. Unfortunately, the book has little 
more, except mechanical details which are caviar 
the uninitiated. 


INDEX THIS VOLUME 


Note: After the reference the book reviewed there 
given numerical symbol indicating the moral classification 
the book. These are the groups which the symbols 
refer: 
Suitable for General Reading. 
Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 
Content and Style Too Advanced for Adoles- 
cents. 
Not Invalidate the Book Whole. 
Immoral Language Incidents Which 
Unsuitable for General Reading But Permissible 
for Discriminating Adults. 
Not Recommended for Any Class Reader. 
Author Title and Classification 
Acheson, Dean Citizen Looks Congress (I) 
Albrand, Martha The Obsession Emmet Booth 
Aldanov, Mark Nightmare and Dawn 
Anthony, Evelyn Anne Boleyn 
Balchin, Nigel 
Last Recollections Uncle Charles (Ila) 
Baldwin, Faith Three Faces Love 
Ballinger, BillS. The Wife the Red-Haired 
Barrett, Michael The Last Flowers (Ila) 
Beal, John John Foster Dulles; 
Beaverbrook, Lord Men and Power: 
Bennett, Mildred (ed.) 
Early Stories Willa Cather (1) 
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Say, Darling (Ila) 
The Living and the Dead 
Deadline (Ila) 
The Lively Arts Sister Gervaise 
Jane 
The Lion and the Throne 
Professional Amateur 
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Berckman, Evelyn 
Berlin, Ellen 
Binns, Archie 
Bishop, Jim 
Bissell, Richard 
Boileau Marcejac 
Boles, Paul Darcy 
Bonn, John 
Bottome, Phyllis 
Bowen, Catherine 
Boyd, 
Boykin, Edward (ed.) 
Victoria, Albert and Mrs. Stevenson 
Brooks, Van Wyck Days the Phoenix 
Bryant, Arthur The Turn the Tide 
Buckley, David The Pride Innocence 
Burgess, Alan The Small Woman 
Burke, Thomas (ed.) Beyond All Horizons 
Burns, Elizabeth The Late Liz 


Carnac, Carol The Late Miss Trimming (I) 
Castle, Eugene The Great Giveaway 
Cather, Willa 


Early Stories (Mildred Bennett, editor) 


Author Title and Classification 


Cavanagh, John 
Fundamental Marriage Counseling 


Chamales, Tom Never Few (IIb) 
Charques, Dorothy The Dark Stranger (Ila) 
Cheever, John The Wapshot Chronicle 
Christopher, John Blade Grass (IIb) 
Chubb, Mary City the Sand 
Clayton, John The Strangers Were There (Ila) 
Cluett, Jack How Build Orange Crate 


The Little Valley God 
The Big Drum (Ila) 

Subi: The Volcano (IIb) 

Watcher the Rhine (I) 


Coccioli, Carlo 
Coker, Elizabeth 
Cole, Burt 

Colver, Alice 
Connell, Brian 


Coppel, Alfred Night Fire and Snow 
Cost, March Her Grace Presents (Ila) 
Cotterell, Geoffrey The Strange Enchantment (Ila) 


Coxe, George Murder Their Minds (I) 


Crompton, John The Living Sea (I) 
Crowther, Bosley The Lion’s Share (1) 
D’Albas, Andrieu Death Navy (1) 


Daniel-Rops, Henri Cathedral and Crusade 


Dawson, Christopher 
The Dynamics World History (Ila) 


Day, Beth Glacier Pilot (Ila) 
Dean, Spencer Murder Delivery (IIa) 
Hartog, Jan The Spiral Road (IIb) 
DeKruif, Paul Man Against Insanity (Ila) 
Roche, Mazo Ringing the Changes (Ila) 
Denzer, Peter The Last Hero (III) 
Devon, John Anthony Western Wind (IV) 
Dickens, Monica The Angel the Corner (III) 
Disney, Dorothy Method Madness 
Dolson, Hildegarde Growing Wonder (Ila) 
Dowdey, Clifford The Great Plantation 
Draskovich, Tito, Moscow’s Trojan Horse 
Ehle, John Move Over Mountain (IV) 
Karl Star Macedon 
Ewen, David Panorama American Popular Music 
Eyster, Warren The Goblins Eros (IV) 
Fair, You Can Die Laughing (I) 
Faulkner, William The Town (III) 
Fleming, Joan The Deeds Dr. Deadcert 
Foley, Rae Run for Your Life 
Foot Jones Guilty Men: 1957 (Ila) 
Ford, Leslie The Girl from the Mimosa Club (1) 
Frankau, Pamela The Bridge (Ila) 
Freedman,B. Lootville (IIb) 
Freeman, Lucy Search for Love 
Fuller, Iola The Gilded Torch (Ila) 
Fuller, Roy With Little Eye 
Gair, Malcolm Sapphires Wednesday (1) 


Gardner, Erle Stanley 

The Case the Screaming Woman 
Garve, Andrew The Megstone Plot 
Geissler, Eugene Father the Family 


Gerson, Noel The Conqueror’s Wife (Ila) 
Gilbert, Edwin Silver Spoon (IV) 
Goodin, Peggy Dede O’Shea 


Graaf, Peter Give the Devil His Due (IIb) 
Graves, Robert They Hanged Sainted Billy (IIb) 
Guareschi, Giovanni 

Don Camillo Takes the Devil the Tail (1) 
Haislip, Harvey Sailor Named Jones (Ila) 


Hale, Nancy Heaven and Hardpan Farm (Ila) 
Ham, Roswell Fish Flying Through Air (IV) 
Hansen, Harry (ed.) Stories, 1919-1957 (1) 
Harmon Taylor Broadway Barn (Ila) 
Hassel, Sven The Legion the Damned (III) 
Hatch Walshe Crown Glory (I) 
Head, Ann Fair With Rain (I) 
Heller, Andor More Comrades (I) 
Henry, Vera Lucky Number 
Hirshberg Aaronson High Heart (Ila) 
Hiss, Alger The Court Public Opinion (Ila) 
Hitchcock, Alfred 

Holiday, Editors Europe Color 
Hood, Margaret the Dark Night 
Hunter, Edward The Story Mary Liu 
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Author Title and Classification 
Janney, Russell Curtain Call (1) 
Jebb, Belloc the Man (Ila) 
Johnson, Dorothy The Hanging Tree (I) 
Kelley, Alabama Empire (IIL) 
Kendrick, Thomas The Lisbon Earthquake (Ila) 
Kersh, Gerald Fowlers End (IIb) 
Kilpatrick, James The Sovereign States (Ila) 
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Kruger, Rayne Ferguson 
LaFarge, Oliver Pause the Desert (Ila) 
Leary, Francis Fire and Morning 
The Flower Drum Song (IIb) 
Leonard, Richard History Russian Music 


Ghost Book (Ila) 


Leslie, Shane 
The Unknown Soldier (IIb) 


Linna, Vaino 


Lombardi, Richard Salvation the Unbeliever (Ila) 
Longstreet, Stephen The Promoters (IV) 
Lord, Walter Day Infamy 
Lund, Robert Odyssey Thaddeus Baxter (IIb) 
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Macmillan, Faith the March (Ila) 
Malamud, Bernard The Assistant (IIb) 
Malm, Dorothea the Castle (Ila) 


Life Happy Knoll 

Twelve Girls the Garden (IIb) 
Madame Tussaud (IIb) 

Far, Far the Mountain Peak (Ila) 
Shadow the Wild (I) 

Ruined Castles 

Sushila (IIb) 

Rascals Paradise (IIb) 


Marquand, 
Martin, Shane 
Martin, Sylvia 
Masters, John 
Masterson, Whit 
McGovern, James 
Graham 
Michener Day 
Mitchell, Broadhus 
Alexander Hamilton: Youth Maturity 
Moore, Brian The Feast Lupercal (Ila) 


Moore, Ruth The Earth Live 
Myrer, Anton The Big War (IIb) 
Nabokov, Vladimir Pnin (Ila) 
Nash, Odgen You Can’t Get There from Here 
Nemerov, Howard The Homecoming Game 
Nichols, Beverley Sunlight the Lawn (1) 
Nicholson, Margaret 


Dictionary American-English Usage (1) 
Oberfirst, Robert (ed.) 
Best Short-Short Stories: Vol. 
Sean 


The Finest Stories Sean O’Faolain (Ila) 
Oldenbourg, Zoe The Awakened (Ila) 


Oliver, Chad The Winds Time (Ila) 
Oliver, Jane The Lion Come (Ila) 
Opitz, Karlludwig The General 


O’Rourke, Frank The Man Who Found His Way (Ila) 
Packard, Vance The Hidden Persuaders (Ila) 
Padellaro, Nazareno Portrait Pius XII 
George Viva Madison Avenue! (IIb) 
Pauli, Bertha Cry the Heart (Ila) 
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Peale, Norman (ed.) Unlock Your Faith Power 
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Perelman, The Road Miltown (I) 
Pitkin, Dorothy And Live Alone 
Plievier, Theodor Berlin (IIb) 


Potter America (I) 


Potter, Stephen 
Death the South Atlantic (I) 


Powell, Michael 


Porter, Graham Small Wonder 
Pratt, Fletcher Compact History the Navy 
Pym, Barbara Less Than Angels (Ila) 
Remarque, Erich The Black Obelisk 
Revell, Louisa See Rome and Die 
Reynolds, Quentin They Fought for the Sky 
Richter, Conrad The Lady (1) 
Roberts, Dorothy Missy 
Roberts, Mary-Carter Little Brother Fate (IIb) 
Rodman,Selden Conversations 
Rogers, Lettie Birthright (IIb) 
Rogers, Lindsay Guerrilla Surgeon (IIb) 
Rooke, Daphne Wizard’s Country 
Roske Van Doren Lincoln’s Commando 
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Savarin Real French Cooking 
Scheer Rankin Rebels and Redcoats (Ila) 
Schellenberg, Walter The Labyrinth 
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Author Title and Classification 
Schreider, 20,000 Miles South 
Schwed, Fred How Watch Baseball Game 
Seifert, Elizabeth Substitute Doctor 
Shelly, Gordon Take the Rap 
Sharp, Louise Why Teach? 
Shaw, Dear Dorothea (Ila) 
Shirley, Glenn Law West Fort Smith (IIb) 
Speaight, Robert The Life Hilaire Belloc 
Stanley, Ilse The Unforgotten (IIb) 
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Stolpe, Sven Sound Distant Horn (IIb) 
Stong, Phil Gold Them Hills 
Stout, Rex Three for the Chair 
Stow, Randolph Haunted Land (IIb) 
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Swiggett, Howard The Durable Fire (IIb) 
Swinnerton, Frank Background with Chorus (Ila) 
Thane, Elswyth Homing 
Thomas, Craig The Gregory Hill (Ila) 
Tomlinson, The Trumpet Shall Sound 
Treece, Henry The Golden Strangers (Ila) 
Trevor, Elleston Gale Force 
Trouncer, Margaret The Reluctant Abbess 
Troy, Una Are Seven (Ila) 
Vail, Amanda Love Little (Ila) 
Van Doren, Mark 

Home with Hazel and Other Stories (IIb) 
Vaughan, Richard All Through the Night 
Von Rauch, Georg Soviet Russia (Ila) 
Wade, Henry Friendly Drop (1) 


Wadham, Juliana The Case Cornelia Connelly (Ila) 
Weisinger, Alois Occult Phenomena (Ila) 


Welles, Orson Mr. Arkadin (IIb) 
Wellman, Paul Portage Bay 
Wetzel, Donald 
The Rain and the Fire and the Will God 
Weymar, Paul Adenauer 
White, The Master 
White, William Citadel (1) 
Whyte, William The Organization Man (Ila) 
Williamson, Audrey 
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Williamson, The Walled Garden 
Wyckoff, Nicholas The Braintree Mission 
Wylie, Philip The Innocent Ambassadors 


Pocket Print and Reprint 


Alexander, David Shoot Sitting Duck 
Appel, George Shadow the Border 
Bagby, George Dead Storage (Ila) 


Baldwin, James 
Flush Times Alabama Mississippi (Ila) 
Ballard, Willis The Package Deal (IIb) 
Barnet, Sylvan Others 
The Tragic View Eight Great Tragedies (Ila) 
Berlin, Isaiah The Hedgehog and the Fox (Ila) 
Berlitz School Languages Basic French Dictionary (1) 
Berlitz School Languages 
Basic Spanish Dictionary 
Bevlen, Thorstein 
The Higher Learning America 


Bingham, John Murder Witch (Ila) 
Birney, Hoffman The Dice God 
Black, Matthew Richard (1) 
Blish, James The Frozen Years (IIb) 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker 
John Adams and the American Revolution 
Bowen, Catherine Drinker Yankee from Olympus (IIb) 


Boyd, James Bitter Creek 
Brennan, Louis More Than Flesh (IIb) 
Brooker, Clark Fight Sun Mountain 


Combat Mission (Ila) 
Pilgrim’s Progress 


Brown, Joe David 
Bunyan, John 


Caldwell, Taylor Tender Victory (Ila) 
Carse, Robert The Fabulous Buccaneer (IIb) 
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